Storytellers required

by LISA BUCKLEY 

DESCENDANTS of those who served as nurses in Nuneaton during World War I are being urged to come forward to help with a new study.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Generic Online News 6"The Volunteer Centre Nuneaton and Bedworth has launched a `History of Volunteering Project'.

Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, its aim is to research and record the volunteering history within the borough from 1900 to the present day and to capture the personal experience of 25 community volunteers between 1950-2000.

Part of this will delve into the time when Weddington Hall was given over to the military to become a hospital for the wounded of World War I.

Manned by VAD nurses, which stands for the Voluntary Aid Detachment, researchers are hoping relatives will get in touch to reveal more.

Staff at the Volunteer Centre are also hoping people who remember the Trent Valley train crash of 1975 and the Co-op Hall fire of 1965 will come forward.

Mannie Kalsi has been appointed as co-ordinator of the project and can't wait to get things under way.

"I am looking forward to working on this project and I would like to hear from individuals who have volunteered anywhere within the borough from 1930 to 2000," she said.

"I would also like to hear from those people who are aware of things which have had an impact on the locality, so that we can make sure this is recorded and celebrated by the community for many years to come.

"Some may remember incidents such as the fire at the Co-op Hall in 1965 and the train crash at Trent Valley in 1975 - we know that the WRVS were definitely present on that latter occasion.

"Even further back we will be researching Weddington Hall, which was given over to the military as a hospital for wounded servicemen during World War I, and seeing if we can trace the descendants of the VAD nurses who were stationed there.

"We welcome any storytellers of the above incidents who can share their experiences, or those of their parents/grandparents, with our research volunteers."

Sue Palanganda, chief officer of the Volunteer Centre added: "We are really pleased to have secured this funding as this coincides with the Volunteer Centre's 25th anniversary celebrations.

"Mannie Kalsi has been appointed as the co-ordinator to oversee this project and we are now looking for volunteers to come forward and get involved."

For further information about this project or to get involved, story tellers are invited to contact Mannie Kalsi on 024 7631 5151 or email mannie@volunteercenre.org.uk.
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